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Public involvement. Public education. Public benefit. 

 
 

 
Public Education Network (PEN) is a national association of local education funds (LEFs) 
and individuals working to advance public school reform in low-income communities 
across our country.  PEN believes an active, vocal constituency is the key to ensuring that 
every child, in every community, benefits from a quality public education. 
 
PEN and its members are building public demand and mobilizing resources for quality 
public education on behalf of 11 million children in more than 1,600 school districts in 33 
states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico through its network of 82 local education 
funds.  In recent years, PEN has expanded its work internationally to include members in 
the Philippines, Peru and Mexico.  As well, in 2006 alone, PEN raised some $7.5 million to 
support its work.  
 
In 2006, these LEFs continued to work to effect transformative, and often massive, 
positive change in public schools in the United States and abroad. From a financial 
standpoint alone, the LEFs raised more than $185 million this year to support local school 
reform efforts. In addition, many of our LEFs produced publications that will be invaluable 
sources of education information to parents, teachers, and school administrators. More 
information on LEF accomplishments and examples of just a few of these publications are 
available in this report. 
 
LEFs are the lifeblood of PEN.  The network succeeds because of the collective work done 
by our members.  In fact, all three of our primary organizational goals for 2007 relate to 
LEF efficacy: securing LEF identity, deepening LEF capacity and competency, and 
leveraging the power of the network. We are working now to bring together a national 
commission of distinguished individuals from a variety of external organizations who we 
hope will help us better position our LEFs for the future. With the 25th anniversary of the 
founding of the first LEF (the San Francisco Education Fund) coming up in 2008, it is vital 
that we share our research that demonstrates the efficacy and effectiveness of the multiple 
roles LEFs play in helping shape school reform and public engagement. We expect great 
visibility from these meetings and even greater results. 
 
We look forward to presenting our 2006 initiatives and achievements. 
 
With best wishes, 

 
 

Wendy D. Puriefoy 
President and CEO 
Public Education Network. 

INTRODUCTION 



 
LEF Work – The Lifeblood of PEN and Forces in their Communities 

 
 
 

• Leveraging resources for public education reform.  LEFs raise more than $185 
million each year from businesses, foundations, and individual donors (90 percent 
of the funds raised are deployed directly to programs and initiatives).  LEFs also 
leverage public resources.  Since 1983, LEFs have advocated for, supported, and/
or mobilized their communities to support tax and bond referenda resulting in 
more than $20 billion in public dollars for public education. 

 
• Advocating for sound public education policy.  LEFs have a longstanding 

commitment to conducting and/or sponsoring education policy research, and then 
synthesizing and communicating best practices. Findings have been used to inform 
the decision of state legislators and local school boards, as well as to inform the 
public about issues requiring civic action such as school board elections or the 
passage of tax and bond referenda.  Recently, the Wake Education Partnership in 
Raleigh, N.C., worked on behalf of a $970 million school construction bond 
referendum that was approved on November 7. 

 
 
 

• Quality staff professional development.  This past year alone, LEFs raised about 
$1.5 billion for professional development programs and serve more that 500,000 
teachers in 16,000 public schools (17 percent of the nation’s 95,000 public 
schools).  Evaluations of many of these professional development activities reveal 
increases in student achievement.  Noteworthy examples: Philadelphia Education 
Fund’s Talent Development Schools have increased student achievement by an 
average of 16.9 percentile points in algebra, English and science; Baltimore’s Fund 
for Educational Excellence Achievement First Schools have gained, on average, 19 
points in reading on the nationally administered Terra Nova tests. 

 
• LEF teacher professional development activities result in a variety of other valued 

outcomes.  Salient among these are the reduction in teacher isolation as a result of 
the Boston Plan for Excellence in the Public Schools/Collaborative Learning and 
Coaching Model, and Houston A+ Challenge Schools reduction in teach turnover 
to 21.8 percent (statewide average). 
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PUBLIC EDUCATION NETWORK AND LOCAL EDUCATION FUNDS 

LEFs support school districts in their strategic reform efforts: 

LEFs support educators, students, and families: 



• Learning opportunities for students and student support services.  LEFs invest 
more than $40 million annually to support before, during, and after-school 
programs that benefit more than two million elementary and middle school 
students.  These programs include mentoring and tutoring, scholarships, out-of-
school support, and access to health, social and other community-based services.  
Some LEFs, including the Foundation for Lincoln Public Schools in Lincoln, 
Nebraska, also address pre-school and early childhood programs as part of their 
out-of-school efforts.  In Providence, Rhode Island, the Education Partnership 
works with more than 100 community leaders to provide an extensive after-school 
program. 
 

• Parent and community member involvement.  LEFs facilitate involvement of 
parents and other community members—typically, representatives from the 
business and nonprofit sectors—in designing, planning, and implementing 
programs.  Nearly 100,000 volunteers a year serve as tutors, mentors, and 
classroom aides, and participate in community forums and events such as public 
information and awareness campaigns.  In New York City, New Visions for Public 
Schools facilitates several networks focused on topics such as middle school math, 
English as a second language, special education, adolescent literacy, college 
counseling, social studies and action research. While the focus of each network 
varies, each is designed to improve teaching and learning across a set of schools. 

 
 
 

• School-community partnerships.  In a typical year, PEN’s 82 member LEFs 
initiate and manage partnerships with approximately 1,500 corporations and small 
businesses.  These partnerships have resulted in more than$30 million to support a 
wide range of LEF activities and to influence a district wide reform agenda . 

 
• Informed citizens.  LEFs hold town hall meeting and other public forums to 

inform members of the public about, or to assess community perspective on, 
education reform issues.   
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LEFs build strong connections between public schools and communities: 



 
 

Here are just a few examples of how LEFs were forces of positive change for 
American public education in 2006: 
 

1. The public school system in Boston, Massachusetts (where PEN member, the 
Boston Plan for Excellence in Public Schools is extremely active and effective) 
won the Broad Prize, the nation’s largest prize in public education. The district 
was awarded some $500,000 in college scholarships in recognition of their work 
in improving classroom performance throughout the school system, especially 
among poor and minority children. 
 

2. Two member LEFs were instrumental in enacting funding measures. In Port-
land, Oregon, the Portland Schools Foundation worked to raise some $450,000 
to fund a campaign to encourage Portland voters to approve a five-year property 
tax. The tax was approved in November 2006 and will provide $33 million for 
schools in its first year and $41.6 million in its final year. And in Raleigh, North 
Carolina, the Wake Education Partnership was instrumental in the November 
voter passage of a measure to enact the sale of $970 million in general obligation 
bonds to support capital improvements for the Wake County Public School Sys-
tem. 
 

3. In New York, New Visions for Public Schools received a $20 million grant in 
May 2006 from The Annenberg Foundation (the same foundation that funded 
PEN’s public engagement initiative). The grant will be used to create the Walter 
and Leonore Annenberg Fund for Small School Advancement, an eight-year 
project to strengthen and sustain New York’s portfolio of small schools. Creat-
ing small schools is something New Visions for Public Schools has been doing 
in New York for years. Small schools have been found to be especially effective 
in meeting the needs of students in underserved communities and increasing stu-
dent achievement. 
 

4. The Education Alliance of West Virginia has awarded more than 4,000 grants to 
schools and teachers totaling more than $1 million to improve teaching skills, 
parental involvement, and school quality. They have established 2,300 business 
school partnerships that provide direction for career pathway choices and help 
facilitate realistic work site opportunities to prepare students for postsecondary 
school options. The Alliance also has trained more than 6,000 volunteers who 
read to 100,000 students, thus contributing to increasing literacy skills and read-
ing comprehension. 
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SPOTLIGHTED 2006 LEF ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
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A handbook on starting and managing a local education fund re-
mains available from Public Education Network. Handbook for Edu-
cation Excellence:  Building and Sustaining a Vibrant Local Education Fund 
contains information a number of topics, including: 

 
• Starting an LEF 
• Organizing a 501 (c) (3) 
• Forming an LEF board 
• Creating a mission and strategic and operations plans 
• Financial management and fundraising 
• Partnerships 

SELECTED LEF INFORMATION RESOURCE PUBLICATIONS 

Miami-Dade County Public Schools Parent Resource Guide  
http://publiceducation.org/images/2006_Board_Report/2006_Miami_Parent_Guide.pdf 
 
Count Me In!  
Community Agenda 
Foundation for Orange County Public Schools, Inc. (Florida) 
http://publiceducation.org/images/2006_Board_Report/2006_Orange_County.pdf 
 
Strategies for Success in a High-Stakes Accountability System  
Philadelphia Education Fund 
http://publiceducation.org/images/2006_Board_Report/2006_Phil_Community.pdf 
 
From Surviving to Thriving  
Public Education and Business Coalition (Denver, Colorado) 
http://publiceducation.org/images/2006_Board_Report/2006_PEBC_High_Stakes.pdf 
 
Building a Professional Teaching Corps in Boston:  Survey of Teachers 
New to the Boston Public Schools in School Years 2003-2004 
Boston Plan for Excellence 
http://www.bpe.org/documents/BPENewTchr7-05.pdf 
 
Parent and Teacher Quality (brochures) 
Public Education Foundation (Chattanooga, Tenn.) 
http://www.pefchattanooga.org/www/docs/7.509.html 
 
For more LEF Publications, visit:  
http://www.publiceducation.org/publications.asp 



 
 
 

2006 PEN Annual Conference 
 
Local Education Funds:  Leading Transformation in Public Education 
November 12-14, 2006, Washington, D.C. 
 
Public Education Network's 16th Annual Conference examined 
LEFs’ strategic roles in helping school districts and communities 
transform public education, especially in the areas of building 
and organizing communities, promoting policy and practice 
change, and developing the necessary infrastructures for redes-
igning the system of public education. In short, the 2006 confer-
ence was designed to define, document and promote the critical 
roles LEFs play in shaping their districts' and communities' re-
sponses in providing poor children with the educational, human 
and social skills they need to be full participants in society.  We 
were pleased to welcome many noteworthy speakers, including former U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright, Geoffrey Canada, president, Harlem Children’s Zone, and Diane 
Ravitch, research professor of education, New York University; senior fellow, The Brook-
ings Institution; and, senior fellow, Hoover Institution, Stanford University. 
 
 
2006 No Child Left Behind Report and Planned 2007 No Child Left Behind Activities 

 
Open to the Public: The Public Speaks Out on No Child Left Behind, a report issued 
by the Public Education Network in May, identifies specific concerns voiced 
by more than 1,500 parents, students, taxpayers, and community leaders at 
open public hearings held between September 2005 and January 2006.  
The hearings were held by our LEF members in nine states (California, 
Florida, Illinois, Massachusetts, Michigan, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 

and Texas) regarding the No Child Left Behind Act.  This is the second set of hearings 
PEN has conducted on the act, with the first set taking place in 2004. 
 
In 2007, PEN will hold a final set of hearings regarding this act, which is scheduled for re-
authorization by the Congress this year.  We also will hold focus groups in Boston and New 
York to learn more about what the public thinks about this extremely important and often 
controversial subject that affects the 50 million children who attend public school in the 
United States.   
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2006 HIGHLIGHTS OF ACTIVITIES AND INITIATIVES 



Public Engagement 
 
At the heart of PEN’s work is the concept of utilizing public engagement to work for quality 
public education for all. PEN is now poised to take its model of public engagement to a net-
work-wide scale. Thanks to the extremely generous support of the Annenberg Foundation, 
we completed in 2006 a four-year, $15 million, 14-community project that was initiated to 
increase public responsibility for public schools – i.e., the degree to which the public explic-
itly demands high quality schools.  This work is necessary because it is vital that the American 
public realize how important good public schools are to our nation’s democratic way of life 
and economic prosperity.  Some of which we hope to achieve in 2007 in this area includes: a 
change in the national discourse on public education reform to include the critical role that 
the public must play to ensure that all children succeed; expand the use of PEN’s model of 
public engagement to at least 25 additional communities; and, continue to expand the num-
ber of high-performing LEFs, putting a strong focus on executive and board leadership for 
public engagement work.  

 
 
For more information, go to:  http://www.publiceducation.org/
pubs_publicengagement.asp to read the May 2006 report “Citizen Mobili-
zation and Community Institutions:  The Public Education Network’s 
Policy Initiatives.” 
 
 
 

 
2006 PEN Poll:  Voters Value Public Education 
 
This public opinion survey was conducted in partnership with the Give Kids Good Schools 
campaign and is a report on voter concerns about major education issues facing our nation 
and local communities.  Some of the poll’s findings include:  the idea that every child is a 
right to a quality education and that everyone, and not just parents, must play a role in ensur-
ing every child receives a quality education.  This is the sixth consecutive year PEN has con-
ducted its highly regarded poll. The 2006 PEN Poll is available at: 
http://www.publiceducation.org/pubs_nationalpolls.asp 
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National Acclaim for the PEN Weekly NewsBlast 
 
In December 2006, we were proud to learn that the PEN Weekly NewsBlast was named by 
the Editorial Projects in Education Research Center (The EPE Research Center) as one of 
the top 10 most influential sources of education policy information. 
 
The EPE Research Center, with support from the Thomas B. Fordham Foundation, con-
ducted a study entitled “Influence:  A Study of the Factors Shaping Education Policy” that 
examined factors that influenced the educational policy landscape during the past decade.  
 
"It is exciting to be recognized in the same company as Education Week, The New York 
Times, and The Washington Post,” Wendy D. Puriefoy, PEN president and CEO said.  
“We will continue to strive to be a high quality information source for anyone who wants 
to be ‘in the know’ about news and ideas that affect public education.” 
 
 
Give Kids Good Schools 

 
With regard to 2006 achievements and initiatives, PEN is espe-
cially proud of the Give Kids Good Schools campaign 
(givekidsgoodschools.org), which launched officially nationwide 
on Oct. 22, 2006 (complete with a cover story in Parade maga-
zine). Over the next five years, the campaign will work to enlist 
millions of Americans to use their voices and their votes to 

achieve quality public education for all. The campaign’s goal is to forge a new contract be-
tween the American public and America’s children to guarantee a quality public education 
for every child in the nation.  Thus far, we have already communicated the “Give Kids 
Good Schools” message to almost 50 million people.  Thousands of Americans have signed 
the pledge on our website to “learn, vote, and act.”  We encourage everyone who cares 
about quality public education to do the same. 
. 
 
In 2007, October 15 through 21 is “Give Kids Good 
Schools Week.”  The week will be marked by activities 
hosted by a number of PEN’s LEF members.  We ask you 
to please consult the campaign’s website for activity up-
dates. 
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The work done by PEN and its member LEFs is of interest to not only the education com-
munity, but to the general public and members of the news media as well.  Here are just a 
few of the ways the work was recognized by the news media in 2006: 
 
• Portland (Ore.) Tribune, “School funding pros go for the bucks again,” January 10, 

2006 
• San Francisco Examiner, “Federal education act blasted at hearing,” January 19, 2006 
• New York Times, “In public schools, the name game as donor lure,” January 26, 2006 
• Education Week, “Campaign seeks buy-in for high school reforms,” April 19, 2006 
• Wall Street Journal, “A different spin for ads on the bus,” June 6, 2006 
• Newsday, “Private effort raises $38 million for NYC public schools,” June 9, 2006 
• National Public Radio, Morning Edition, “Naming rights to public schools sold in Wis-

consin,” June 26, 2006 
• New York Times, “Public School Successes (letter to the editor),” July 19, 2006 
• Parade magazine, “Good schools can happen (cover story on launch of the Give Kids 

Good Schools campaign),” August 25, 2006 
• Mobile (Ala.) Register, “Community involvement key to school reform,” August 29, 

2006 
• Austin (Tex.) American-Statesman, “New program to help middle schoolers,” Septem-

ber 5, 2006 
• Lincoln (Neb.) Journal Star, “Afterschool programs rock,” October 9, 2006 
• Associated Press, “Kids put own stamp on school fundraising,” October 9, 2006 
• C-Span, “Challenges for public education,” November 12, 2006 (coverage of PEN 2006 

annual conference, focus on speaker Diane Ravitch, research professor of education, 
New York University, senior fellow, the Brookings Institution, and senior fellow, Hoo-
ver Institution, Stanford University) 

• Education Daily, “Education needed to promote more humane world,” November 14, 
2006 (coverage of PEN 2006 annual conference, focus on Madeleine Albright, former 
U.S. Secretary of State) 

• Charleston (S.C.) Gazette, “Helping kids learn,” December 14, 2006 
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A Sampling of “PEN in the News” in 2006 
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Alabama 
Mobile Area Education Foundation 
(Mobile) 
 
Alaska 
Citizens for the Educational 
  Advancement of Alaska’s Children (Tok) 
 
Arizona 
Voices for Education (Tucson) 
 
Arkansas 
El Dorado Education Foundation (El 
Dorado) 
Public Education Foundation of Little Rock 
(Little Rock) 
 
California 
Alliance for College Ready Public Schools 
(Los Angeles) 
Berkeley Public Education Foundation 
(Berkeley) 
Boyle Heights Learning Collaborative (Los 
Angeles) 
Urban Education Partnership (Los 
Angeles) 
Marcus A. Foster Educational Institute 
(Oakland) 
San Francisco Education Fund (San 
Francisco) 
Linking Education and Economic 
Development (Rancho Cordova) 
San Jose Education Foundation (San 
Jose) 
 
Colorado 
Public Education & Business Coalition 
(Denver) 
 
Connecticut 
Bridgeport Public Education Fund 
(Bridgeport) 
Hartford Education Foundation (West 
Hartford) 
New Haven Network for Public Education 
Fund, Inc. (New Haven) 
Norwalk Education Foundation, Inc. 
(Norwalk) 
Stamford Public Education Foundation 
(Stamford) 
 
District of Columbia 
DC VOICE  
In2Books 
Parents United for the DC Public Schools  
DC Education Compact  
 
Florida 
The Education Fund (Miami) 
Hillsborough Education Foundation 
(Tampa) 
Foundation for Orange County Public 
Schools (Orlando) 
The Alliance for World Class Education 
(Jacksonville) 
 
Georgia 
Great Schools Atlanta (Atlanta) 

 
Indiana 
Public Education Foundation of Evansville 
(Evansville) 
The Public Education Foundation (South 
Bend) 
 
Kentucky 
Forward in the Fifth (Berea) 
 
Louisiana 
Academic Distinction Fund (Baton Rouge) 
Greater New Orleans Education 
Foundation (New Orleans) 
The Orchard Foundation (Alexandria) 
 
Maryland 
Fund for Educational Excellence 
(Baltimore) 
Delmarva Education Foundation, Inc. 
(Salisbury – Serving Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia) 
 
Massachusetts 
Boston Plan for Excellence in the Public 
Schools (Boston) 
Lynn Business/Education Foundation 
(Lynn) 
Mary Lyon Education Fund (Shelburne 
Falls) 
 
Minnesota 
Achieve!Minneapolis (Minneapolis) 
 
Mississippi 
Association for Excellence in Education 
(Laurel) 
 
Nebraska 
Foundation for Lincoln Public Schools 
(Lincoln) 
 
New Jersey 
East Orange Education Foundation (East 
Orange) 
Montclair Fund for Educational Excellence 
(Montclair) 
Paterson Education Fund (Paterson) 
 
New York 
Good Schools for All (Buffalo) 
New Visions for Public Schools (New York) 
  
North Carolina 
Mecklenburg Citizens for Public Education 
(Charlotte) 
Chatham Education Foundation (Pittsboro) 
Durham Public Education Network 
(Durham) 
Guilford Education Network (Greensboro) 
Alamance Citizens for Education 
(Burlington) 
Wake Education Partnership (Raleigh) 
 
Ohio 
Center for Leadership in Education (Elyria) 
KnowledgeWorks Foundation (Cincinnati) 
Partnership for Education in Ashtabula 
County (Ashtabula) 
 

Oregon 
Portland Schools Foundation (Portland) 
 
Pennsylvania 
A+Schools: Pittsburgh’s Community 
Alliance for Public Education (Pittsburgh) 
Lancaster Foundation for Educational 
Enrichment (Lancaster) 
Mon Valley Education Consortium 
(McKeesport) 
Philadelphia Education Fund (Philadelphia) 
Chester Education Foundation (Chester) 
 
Puerto Rico 
Puerto Rico Community Foundation (San 
Juan, PR) 
 
Rhode Island 
The Education Partnership (Providence) 
 
South Carolina 
Alliance for Quality Education (Greenville) 
The Charleston Education Network 
(Charleston) 
The Education Foundation (Charleston) 
Public Education Partners (Aiken) 
 
Tennessee 
HC*Excell – The Education Foundation 
(Morristown) 
Partners in Public Education (Memphis) 
Public Education Foundation 
(Chattanooga) 
 
Texas 
Austin Voices for Education and Youth 
Citizens for Educational Excellence, Inc. 
(Corpus Christi) 
Houston A+ Challenge (Houston) 
RISD Tomorrow, Inc. (Richardson) 
San Antonio Education Partnership (San 
Antonio) 
 
Washington 
Alliance for Education (Seattle) 
 
Wisconsin 
Foundation for Madison’s Public Schools 
(Madison) 
 
West Virginia 
The Education Alliance (Statewide) 
 
International Members 
Synergeia Education Foundation 
(Philippines) 
Foro Educativo 
(Peru) 
Innovacion y Apoyp Educativo 
(Mexico) 

NETWORK MEMBERS 
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David W. Hornbeck, Chair 
Education Advocate   

Ruth Holmberg 
  The Chattanooga Times 

S. Paul Reville 
  The Rennie Center for Education  
  Research and Policy  

Virgil Roberts, Vice Chair 
  Bobbitt & Roberts 

Lee Kravitz 
  Parade Publications 

Warren Simmons 
  The Annenberg Institute for  
  School Reform 

Richard Vierk, Treasurer 
  First National Bank of Omaha 

Robin K. Pasquarella 
  Alliance for Education 

Chad P. Wick 
  KnowledgeWorks Foundation 

Beth Lief, Secretary 
  Institute for Learning,  
  University of Pittsburgh 

Wendy D. Puriefoy 
  Public Education Network 

Ron Wolk 
  Editorial Projects in Education 

Barbara Bartle 
  Lincoln Public Schools    
Foundation 

Gilberto Ramon 
  San Antonio Education Partnership 

Beth Dilley (ex-officio) 
  Independent Education Consultant 

Rudolph Crew 
  Miami-Dade Public County  
  Schools 

Connie Rath 
  The Gallup Organization 

Marge Hiller (ex-officio) 
  Bridgeport Public Education Fund 

   

STAFF MEMBERS 

Amanda Broun 
Senior Vice President 

Barbara Hopkins 
Director of Member Services and 
Development 

Chrystal Morris 
National Campaign Manager 

Rodolfo Careaga 
Senior Associate, Policy  

Gary Herman 
Chief Financial Officer 

Guitele Nicoleau 
Director of Research and 
International 

Sheila Chablani 
Executive Assistant  

Susan Lee 
Senior Associate, Policy 

Wendy Puriefoy 
President and CEO 

Veronica Cooper 
Accountant 

Yolanda Lee 
Associate, Member Services and 
Development 

Emily Reynolds 
Associate, National Campaign 

Marianne DuBois 
Executive Assistant 

Rebecca Letsome 
Associate, Member Services and 
Development 

Howard Schaffer 
Director of Public Outreach 

Arnold Fege 
Director of Public Engagement 
and Advocacy 

Jeanette McCall 
Director of Operations 

Mary Stanik 
Director of Communications 

Mary Jane Gallagher 
Chief Operating Officer 

Jane Misheloff 
Senior Associate 

Richard Tagle 
Chief of Staff 

Sara Goldhawk 
Senior Associate, Member 
Services and Development 

William Miles 
Director of Policy 

David Timpane 
Senior Associate 

  Tim Tourbin 
Controller 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 



 Annenberg Foundation 
  

Goldman Sachs 
  

Annie E. Casey Foundation 
  

Boston Foundation 
  

California Community Foundation 
  

Community Foundation 
  

Durham PEN 
 

Ford Foundation 
  

George Gund Foundation 
  

Greater New Orleans Educational Foundation 
  

The New York Community Trust 
  

Pakis Family Foundation 
  

Phillip Morris USA Youth Smoking Prevention 
  

The Schott Foundation for Public Education 
  

The Broad Foundation 
  

The Nellie Mae Foundation 
  

Tides Foundation 
  

Time Warner 
  

United Way of Lancaster County 
  

Working Assets Funding Services 
  

Alabama Power Foundation 
  

ChevronTexaco Corporation 
  

Mitsubishi Electric America Foundation 
  

State Farm Insurance Companies 
  

The Prudential Foundation 
  

The UPS Foundation 
  

Time Warner 




